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Role
How is

biodiversity
integrated? 

How is EA and
resulting

knowledge about
biodiversity

impacts integrated
in the planning,

design and
decision-making

Significance
What methodology
is used to evaluate
the significance of

biodiversity
impacts? 

What types of
parameters are

relevant for
evaluating

significance?

Knowledge
Which types of

knowledge is used
for working with

biodiversity in the
EA?

Synergies
& trade-offs
How are synergies

and trade-offs
between

biodiversity and
other sustainability
aspects handled?

Ecosystem
services

How are
ecosystem

services used in
the EA?

Goals &
visions

How are
biodiversity goals

and visions
integrated in the

EA?

Uncertainty
How does the EA
process deal with

uncertainty
concerning

biodiversity?

Involvement
Who are involved

in the integration of
biodiversity in the

EA?

Mitigation &
enhancement
How are biodiversity
impacts mitigated?

To what degree are
biodiversity impacts

mitigated?

How is the
implementation
supported by

financial
instruments?

Monitoring &
follow-up

How does the EA
specify monitoring

of biodiversity
impacts?

What is the
monitoring of
biodiversity

impacts aimed at?

Main Objectives

Identify the current best practice 
guidance of integrating
biodiversity into EAI specifically
related to spatial planning .

Enabling comparison of the 
current best practice to the 
current actual practice aiming to 
improve practice. 

Useful at multiple levels from a 
single assessment to a field of 
practice e.g. within a nation.

Methodology for developing benchmark

- Analysis of 12 international guideline documents published from 2006-2020
- Grounded analysis and coding focussed on objectives, methods, outcome and process of integrating biodiversity
in environmental assessment

Benchmark Elements

BENCHMARK
FOR BIODIVERSITY IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSSMENT

The benchmark consists of themes, 
elements and indicators, here
themes and elements are
presented


